Walking With God

| remember a time when | was young
and | used to walk around with my family
members on my grandparents’ farm.
Those were some very enjoyable times
when we walked together through the
fields, orchards, and rows of pine trees.
We walked by the creek and fished out of
the pond.

These are fond memories for me, but
they do nothing to prepare my soul for
eternity. What is important in life is that
you and | walk with God. There is no finer
place to walk than to walk with God.

We need to walk in agreement with
God and his word as Amos preached
(Amos 3:3). We need to walk by faith in
God’s word and fear God like Noah did
(Genesis 6:9; Hebrews | 1:7). We need to
walk in the light of truth as John preached
(I John 1:5-7). We need to walk pleasing
to God like Enoch did (Genesis 5:21, 24;
Hebrews | 1:5). We need to walk humbly
with God like Micah preached (Micah 6:8).
We need to walk blamelessly (without sin)
with God as Abraham did (Genesis 17:1).

Let us not walk in disagreement with
God, walk trusting in self, walk in the dark-
ness of sin, walk with no respect for God,
walk proudly, or walk spotted with sin.

Are you walking with God? Why not
obey his word and start walking with him
today. Let us all walk with God now so
that one day we can walk with him in
heaven (Revelation 3:4)! - Chris Reeves

Up-Coming Events

e We are studying | Corinthians in Janu-

ary. We have great Bible classes. Come
check them out!

e Next Sunday’s Sermons: Who Is A

Christian? (AM) and Reflections on the
Inauguration of Our New President
(PM).
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For though we walk in the flesh, we do
not war according to the flesh, for the
weapons of our warfare are not of the
flesh, but divinely powerful for the
destruction of fortresses.
- 2 Corinthians 10:3-4 -




Often when discussing moral or reli-
gious differences with someone, you will
hear them respond by saying: “He has a
right to his own belief.” For example, they
might say: “If he wants to be a homosex-
ual, he has a right to his own belief.” Or,
“If she wants to get an abortion, she has a
right to her own belief.”

By “right”, they mean a person is
granted the privilege of determining what
he or she will believe; a person can decide
what he or she wants to believe without
censure from anyone else.

Legally, this is very true. In our coun-
try, our U.S. Constitution and Bill of Rights
grant each citizen many rights and free-
doms. Amendment | of our Constitution
reads: “Congress shall make no law re-
specting an establishment of religion, or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the
press; or the right of the people peaceably
to assemble, and to petition the Govern-
ment for a redress of grievances.”

By U.S. law, you can believe what you
want in many areas of your life, but bibli-
cally, you do not have that right. Accord-
ing to God’s law laid down in the Bible,
you and | do not have a right to our own
belief. Let us examine a few reasons why
this is so.

First, our freedoms, rights, and beliefs
are to be controlled by a single standard,
God’s word. Jesus said, “Sanctify them in

Does Everyone Have A Right to His Own Belief?

truth, thy word is truth” (John 17:17). Paul
wrote, “Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by
the word of God” (Romans 10:17). The single
standard of God’s word determines our
“rights”, not our own personal beliefs. We
must never do what is “right” in our own eyes,
but only what is “right” by God’s word
(Numbers 15:39; Deuteronomy 12:8; Judges
17:6; 21:5).

A single standard that determines “right”
should come as no surprise to us. Think about
the single standard that we have in mathemat-
ics and then consider this simple equation: 2 +
2 = 4. What is the right answer to this equa-
tion? Four. Now, does everyone have a right
to his own belief about this equation? Can
some believe that 2 +2 = 5, while others be-
lieve that 2 + 2 = 10? No, of course not.

In the same way, when we turn to the sin-
gle standard of God’s word, the Bible, there is
a “right” answer. The “right” answers about
life, marriage, family, religion, etc., are all found
in the Bible and we do not have a right to our
own belief about these things.

Second, our freedoms, rights, and beliefs
are ultimately given to us by God the Creator.
We are creatures of an all-powerful Creator
(Revelation 4:11). Long before our nation’s
founding fathers gave us the Bill of Rights, our
heavenly Father told us what is right and
wrong in His word.

Third, the freedoms, rights, and beliefs
that we come up with are often not what is
right in the sight of God. Mankind is limited in
what he can know and do and mankind does

not always know the right way. The OT
prophet Jeremiah wrote, “It is not in man
that walks to direct his own steps” (Jeremiah
10:23). The author of Proverbs wrote,
“There is a way that seems right unto a man,
but the end thereof are the ways of

death” (Proverbs 16:25).

Fourth, our freedoms, rights, and be-
liefs have to match up with God’s word,
and when they do not, God is disap-
pointed.

For example, Adam and Eve did have a
right to their own belief to eat the forbid-
den fruit (Genesis 3). Nadab and Abihu did
not have a right to their own belief to sac-
rifice strange fire (Leviticus 10). Moses did
not have a right to his own belief to strike
the rock when God told him to speak to
the rock (Numbers 20). Etc., etc., etc.

People today who say that everyone
has a right to his own belief are not actu-
ally thinking. Do we really want to be a
people who have no fixed standard of liv-
ing to go by? Imagine the widespread
chaos and confusion that would cause. Do
we really want the consequences of com-
plete anarchy where everyone does that
which is right in his own eyes? Surely not.

Friend, God gives you the right to be-
lieve what He wants you to believe. God
wants you to obey His gospel (Romans
[;16), be 2 member of His Son’s church
(Matthew 16:18), worship according to His
truth (John 4:24), and live faithfully by His
word (Ephesians 4:1). - Chris Reeves



